
Ecological Assessment 
of Sable Island 

Bill Freedman 
Dalhousie University 



Sable Island is the emergent apex of the Sable Island Bank, which occurs 

on the continental shelf, close to its slope. The Bank is a great 

accumulation of sandy moraine, dissected by a subglacial river-channel 

that empties to the abyss at a submarine canyon called The Gully.  



About 400k grey seals use Sable Island 
(including non-breeding juveniles 



The numbers of harbour seals are 
rapidly declining; about 600 pups 
born in 1989 but now only ~10 



In the late 1750s, Thomas Hancock released cows, goats, horses, 
pigs, and sheep that had been confiscated from Acadian farmers 
or abandoned by them during their expulsion of 1755-1764.  



The horses are a feral population, but are a 
highly valued aspect of the cultural and natural 
heritage of Sable Island 


